
Term 1, 2025  /  Newsletter 

Suzuki News
Mission: To nurture happy and successful future world citizens through music using the guiding principles of the Suzuki Philosophy 

and Pedagogy. Vision: Suzuki Music SA aims to create and develop a nurturing, vibrant, active and creative community of 

teachers, students and families for the study and performance of music in accord with the Suzuki Philosophy and Pedagogy. 

Through the study and performance of music we seek to enrich students’ lives, enhancing their family relationships and 

encouraging them to strive for excellence in all areas of life. 

November Graduation
On Sunday 3rd November 2024, 68 students graduated across four graduation concerts at the beautiful Concordia 
College Chapel. 

In the lead up to the concert, each student was invited by their teacher to prepare a video recording of the set graduation 
level piece. Teachers are careful to recommend recording only once the student has mastered the skills needed for the 
level, so graduation is always a fun and positive experience. Having made the video, students had the joy of choosing a 
favourite piece to play solo at the graduation concert.

Family, friends and teachers in the audience enthusiastically applauded each student’s playing, and the student then 
received a graduation flower and certificate. This was an extremely rewarding and motivating experience, and made all the 
hard work learning both the set-level piece and concert piece worthwhile.

More photos on pages 3-7
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President’s Report  Term 1 - February 2025

Suzuki Music SA President
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Welcome back to term one. I know many of you will have 
been away and are now ready to start back in readiness 
for the new year. During the holiday break, many students 
haven’t spent a lot of time practising. This is quite normal so 
they will need to get back into a routine slowly.  

Begin with listening to the music and revising older pieces. 
Once students start back at school they will settle down, and 
as their concentration increases they will be able to practise 
for a longer period of time.

Music plays an important role in the lives of our students. 
Music is associated with right brain activity. When the right 
brain is stimulated, this in turn stimulates whole-brain activity 
and thus accelerates learning in general. Music certainly 
heightens awareness and sensitivity. This is why playing the 
recordings of the music every day is essential to developing 
listening skills.    

Music develops discipline from daily practice which then 
increases concentration and attention to detail. When 
students meet the challenge of a new skill and master the 
technique, it increases their self-esteem which increases their 
confidence. They also develop the ability to memorise, which 
enables them to play more musically than they would if they 
were watching the notes on the piece of music. Playing from 
memory enables students to focus and listen to the sounds 
of the music and produce a beautiful sound. 

Why learn by the Suzuki Method?

Emphasis is placed on children leaning to listen to beautiful 
sounds from a very early age.

Daily practice is essential. As the pieces improve, enthusiasm 
will grow and learning an instrument will be a rewarding 
experience.

Students  learn to co-operate with the teacher and parent at 
home to achieve the goals of learning new skills and pieces.

Music requires development of fine motor skills which are 
controlled by both hemispheres of the brain. This helps with 
writing and drawing. Practising motor skills helps the body 
and mind to work together.

Learning patience is an important skill to foster. Students can 
experience a lot of frustration, but working in very small steps 
always leads to a satisfactory outcome thus raising the child’s 
self-esteem.

Persistence is important and learning not to give up. This 
consequently will increase the child’s resilience.

Self discipline can be developed by practising at the same 
time every day. Good practising produces successful results 
leading to the child’s enjoyment of playing.

Dr Suzuki said:

“Teaching music is not my main purpose. I want to make 
good citizens. If children hear fine music from the day of their 
birth and learn to play an instrument they develop sensitivity 
discipline and endurance.”

Enjoy having your children back at school and sharing in their 
musical development through the wonderful Suzuki Method.
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November Graduation Concert 1

Photos courtesy of Jackson Pawelski
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November Graduation Concert 2

Photos courtesy of Jackson Pawelski
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November Graduation Concert 3

Photos courtesy of Jackson Pawelski
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November Graduation Concert 4

Photos courtesy of Jackson Pawelski
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Photos courtesy of Jackson Pawelski

November Graduation Groups
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Ann and Monica’s Christmas Concert  

Photos courtesy of Ivan Christian

There was a wonderful atmosphere when the combined studios of Ann and Monica had their final concert for 2024. While there 
was not much Christmas music this year, Ann brought along a tiny Christmas tree, and the little party of shared food afterwards 
had us all in a happy and festive mood.

Everyone was grateful for the second piano, kindly organised by Suzuki SA. Ann had  practiced many duo parts to play with her 
students. The results were wonderful. Monica improvised on the second piano along with her students’ performances.

It’s great to see the friendships between our students and parents continue as a result of all of those pre-Covid group lessons!

We thank Ann for being our concert manager. She collates, decorates and prints our programmes and takes excellent care of 
seating our students. We wish her well as she recovers after her knee replacement. 

Monica Christian
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Shared with permission from the Suzuki Association of the Americas
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Shared with permission from the Suzuki Association of the Americas
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Continued next page

Anne’s Studio’s Christmas Concert was held on 8th December at Concordia Chapel

Anne’s Studio Christmas Concert
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Shared with permission from the Suzuki Association of the Americas
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Suzuki Studio Spectacular Concert 2025

The annual Studio Spectacular Concert is a fun and exciting way to start the new Suzuki year! All students are 
invited to come along to perform on stage with their friends, teachers and the rest of the Suzuki community.

The Studio Spectacular Concert has something for everyone. All instruments (except pianos) will have the 
opportunity to perform with their instrument groups, and during the final tutti items, all instruments will play 
together. The repertoire chosen will feature highlights from the Suzuki repertoire (great for revision!) and will cover 
all abilities from beginner level to advanced.

A highlight of the Studio Spectacular program is the performances contributed by individual teacher’s studios. 
Often the performances feature pieces from outside the Suzuki repertoire, giving the audience and performers the 
opportunity to enjoy a broad range of different types of music.

Please make sure your Suzuki membership is up to date in order for your child to participate in this concert. Concert 
tickets will be available at the door on the day and will be $10 per adult. Card payments only, no cash.

Parents, you are also encouraged to be brave and face the stage yourself in a group performance of Busy Busy 
Stop Stop and Twinkle in D Major (cello key). Please have a little run through at home and join the other parents on 
stage for a bit of fun during this concert.

Students intending to perform at the Studio Spectacular Concert will need to attend the rehearsal at Concordia 
College on Sunday the 23rd March.

Performance attire for the Suzuki group items in the concert will be Suzuki concert uniform – white tops and black 
bottoms with a splash of red. Students performing during items for their own studio may choose to wear an outfit 
other than the official Suzuki uniform. However, it is required that all students make sure they are wearing correct 
Suzuki uniform for tutti group performances. There will be time allowed in the program for costume changes.
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Suzuki Studio Spectacular Concert 2025 Timetable

Studio Spectacular Rehearsal

Date: Sunday, 23rd March

Venue: Concordia College, Highgate

Parking available in the Balmoral street staff carpark (P)
or in surrounding streets. Sign in at the Murtoa building 
(M). Enter Murtoa (M) via the entrance that comes off 
the staff carpark (P). 

Timetable: 
3-3.45pm–Tutorials 
3.45pm – Afternoon tea (supply own)
4-5pm– Rehearsal of tutti items in Chapel

Suzuki Studio Spectacular Concert 

Date: Sunday, 6th April 

Venue: Seymour College Centre for Performing Arts, 
Glen Osmond

Enter via the Hardy Gate (map reference G6) on Gilles 
Road. Park on Gilles Road and surrounding streets. 
Contact admin for details about disability parking

Arrive: 2:30pm to be tuned and seated. Some students 
will need to arrive earlier to rehearse studio items. 
Teachers will let these students know

Concert: 3pm. Concert will be approximately 75 
minutes. Performers need to wear Suzuki uniform

Cost: $10 per adult, kids free. Tickets available @ door 
Card payments only, no cash 

Group Repertoire	

Violins

Unaccompanied Gavotte - Bach

Gavotte - Becker

Minuet 1 - Bach

Allegro – Suzuki

Lightly Row - Folk Song

Cellos 

Tarantella - Squire

The Two Grenadiers - Schumann

Minuet 3 – Bach

Song of the Wind - Folk Song

Tutti

Hunters’ Chorus - Schumann

Minuet 2 - Bach

Long, Long Ago in A major – Bayly

All Twinkle Variations - Suzuki
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For Sale 

GLIGA II 1/2 Size Violin Outfit with Antique Finish & 
Violino Strings
This GLIGA II 1/2 size violin is in excellent condition, nearly as good as new! Originally purchased at $799

Used occasionally for only 6 months as a second instrument (restrung to function as a Viola), so it’s still in top-notch shape

Complete Package: Includes a sturdy violin case and bow; Viola strings can be included for free if preferred.

Price: $500
Contact: Maria 0421 437 763 (Rostrevor)

GLIGA Violin 1/2 Size
This GLIGA 1/2 size violin is in good condition. 

Purchased second hand and used around one year.

Price: $400

Contact: Maria 0421 437 763 (Rostrevor)

Do you have any music items to sell?
Members can advertise in our newsletters for free

Email the Suzuki Office
Include description, price, suburb, contact details & photo

info@suzukimusicsa.org.au

mailto:%20info%40suzukimusicsa.org.au?subject=
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For Sale continued

Stradivari Model AS10, 3/4 size Violin 
made for Antonio Strings in 2019
This 3/4 sized violin is in excellent condition and has a beautiful tone

Includes: Violin, bow and case

Price: approx. $1,400 (negotiable)

Contact: Sonja  0411 258 179, sonjaneumann@mail.com (Kensington Park)

Three violins for Sale - 1/32 and 2 x 1/4
violin 1: 1/32 size Dolfin violin, bow and case for sale

Beautiful 1/32 size violin with no sticker markings or scratches. Stradivarius model made in 
Korea by Dolfin. Complete set includes violin with good strings, bow and case all in excellent 
condition.

Price $450

violin 2: Quarter size acoustically adjusted Chinese violin, bow, shoulder pad and case 

Beautiful ¼ size violin with no sticker markings or scratches. Chinese violin acoustically 
adjusted by Paul Davies in Melbourne, 2013. Complete set includes violin with good 
strings, bow, case and a shoulder rest pad, all in excellent condition.

Price: $450

violin 3: Quarter size Gliga violin, bow, shoulder rest and case for sale

Beautiful ¼ size violin with no sticker markings or scratches. Gliga Model 2014. 
Complete set includes violin with good strings, bow, case and a shoulder rest, all in 
excellent condition.

Price $490

Contact Details for all 3 violins
Helen Ayres 0415 298 067 helenayr@gmail.com (Walkerville)
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Term 1
Sunday 9th February Early bird cut off for Suzuki membership

Sunday 23rd March Studio Spectacular Rehearsal Concordia College, 3-5pm (arrive 2:50pm)

Sunday 23rd March All Comer’s Piano Concert Concordia College, AA 1pm, MC & AV 2:30

Sunday 6th April Studio Spectacular Concert Seymour College Performing Arts Centre, 3pm

Monday 7th April Graduation applications due

Term 2
Sunday 25th May Graduation Concert 1 Concordia College, afternoon

Sunday 22nd June All Comer’s Piano Concert Concordia College, afternoon

Sunday 22nd June Strings Workshop Concordia College, 3-5pm (arrive 2:50pm)

Term 3
Monday 28th July Graduation applications due

Sunday 14th September Graduation Concert 2 Concordia College, afternoon

Sunday 21st September All Comer’s Piano Concert Concordia College, afternoon

Monday 22nd September Showcase Soloist Auditions due

Term 4
Sunday TBA Showcase Rehearsal Concordia College, 3-5pm (arrive 2:50pm)

Sunday TBA Showcase Walkthrough Concordia College, 3-5pm (arrive 2:50pm)

Sunday TBA Showcase Concert Elder Hall, 3pm

Sunday 16th November All Comer’s Piano Concert -Monica/Ann V Concordia College, afternoon

Sunday 7th December All Comer’s Piano Concert - Anne A Concordia College, afternoon

TBA Online AGM via Zoom, link will be emailed

2025 Diary Dates

Follow us on Facebook and Instagram
@SuzukiMusicSA

Diary Dates and Welcome New Members

Member Student

Anne ApThomas- piano

Candice R Timothy R

Katherine Quirk- violin

Adrian U George U

Jenny McDonald - violin

Candice R Elizabeth-Jane R

Welcome New Members
Member Student

Kaelah Owens-Fleetwood - violin

Daniel C Wesley C

Sohyun P Louie K

Nadia Buck - violin

Renata Z Zara Z

https://facebook.com/SuzukiMusicSA
https://www.instagram.com/suzukimusicsa
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Suzuki Information

Accredited Teachers
Cello
Camden Park Therese O’Brien Trainee 0431 570 707

Marion Jenny McDonald Trainee 0410 441 974

Harp
Hawthorn Anne ApThomas Certificate IV 0401 685 730

Piano
Hawthorn Anne ApThomas Teacher Trainer  & Dip. of Suzuki Talent Educ. 0401 685 730

Blair Athol Monica Christian Dip. of Suzuki Talent Educ. 0413 992 945

St Agnes & Balaklava Sarah Porter Dip. of Suzuki Talent Educ. 0424 115 859

Henley Beach South Ann Vanden Driesen Certificate IV 0419 827 930

Violin
West Lakes Shore Kylie Mahony Teacher Trainer & Dip. of Suzuki Talent Educ. 0427 745 657

Marion Jenny McDonald Certificate IV 0410 441 974

Parafield Gardens Rita Reichbart Certificate IV 0420 417 802

Findon Sonia Treagus Certificate IV 0423 874 100

Eden Hills & Blackwood Vicky Yagi Certificate III 0401 577 069

Hawthorndene & Tusmore Katherine Quirk Certificate III 0412 069 106

Parkside Kaelah Owens-Fleetwood Certificate III 0435 233 453

Flagstaff Hill Sian Williams Trainee 0417 836 179

Mount Barker Nadia Buck Trainee 0412 605 442

Kent Town Lucy Macourt Trainee 0435 266 442

Kingswood Alison Rayner Trainee 0492 811 851

Viola
Parafield Gardens Rita Reichbart Certificate IV 0420 417 802

Hawthorndene Katherine Quirk Trainee 0412 069 106

Flute
St Agnes Sarah Porter Certificate IV 0424 115 859

Recorder
St Agnes Sarah Porter Teacher Trainer & Dip. of Suzuki Talent Educ. 0424 115 859

2025 Suzuki Council Teachers 
Anne ApThomas (President) 
Therese O’Brien (Vice President) 
Kylie Mahony (Secretary) 
Ann Vanden Driesen 
Sonia Treagus
Katherine Quirk
2025 Suzuki Council Parents 
Joan Mahony (Treasurer) 
Jane Mangos 
Malihe Khatibinezhad
Administrator 
Emilie, PO Box 378, Mitcham S/
Centre, Torrens Park SA 5062 

E: info@suzukimusicsa.org.au 
W: www.suzukimusicsa.org.au
Office Hours: 
The office attends 
enquiries via email -  
info@suzukimusicsa.org.au  
Urgent enquiries: 0401 685 730 Anne
2025 Membership Fees 
Full Year $150.00 
Term 2 Starter $112.50 
Term 3 Starter $75.00 
Term 4 Starter $37.50
2025 Newsletter Copy Deadlines 
Term 2, 2025 - Friday week 1

2nd May 2025- earlier preferred
Members Advertising 
Non-commercial notices 
• Free for Suzuki members 
• Non-members $15 each
Advertising 
For commerical advertising in the 
Suzuki SA Newsletter, please contact 
the administrator for advertising 
guidelines and costs 
info@suzukimusicsa.org.au
Charitable Donations 
Suzuki Music SA welcomes donations



Access all Suzuki forms at this link on our website:
https://suzukimusicsa.org.au/forms/

https://suzukimusicsa.org.au/forms/
https://suzukimusicsa.org.au/forms/

